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I  am pleased to commend this  Socia l  Just ice 
Statement,  Liv ing the  Gospel  in  T imes  of  Socia l 
D iv is ion.
 
We are l iv ing through an era  of  heightened 
community  tension and a  growing normal isat ion 
of  abusive behaviour,  incendiary  language and 
v iolence.

 
In  such moments  of  tension,  the temptat ion is  to  retreat  into trenches of  suspic ion or  to 
treat  those who differ  in  their  v iews as  opponents  rather  than as  people.
 
The Gospel  offers  a  d i fferent  path.  I t  ca l ls  us  back to Jesus Chr ist ,  who meets  d iv is ion not 
with host i l i ty  but  with mercy;  not  with the logic  of  ‘us  and them’ but  with the cost ly  love 
that  heals  and transforms.
 
L iv ing the Gospel  in  these t imes is  not  a  pr ivate devot ion.  I t  i s  a  publ ic  witness  that  human 
dignity  is  not  negot iable,  that  truth matters  and that  peace is  more than the absence of 
conf l ict  -  i t  i s  the fru it  of  just ice,  reconci l iat ion and communion.
 
In  Austra l ia ,  the stra in  on socia l  cohesion has  been made painful ly  v is ib le  by a  d isturbing 
r ise  in  ant isemit ism.
 
Jewish communit ies  have reported unprecedented levels  of  abuse,  int imidat ion,  vandal ism 
and,  in  the case of  the Bondi  Beach attack,  shocking deadly  v io lence.  I t  has  left  many to 
feel  unsafe in  p laces  that  should be secure,  such as  schools ,  synagogues,  streets  and publ ic 
events.

PREFACE

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB
PRESIDENT
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE

Living the Gospel  in  Times of  Social 
Divis ion
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Such hatred is  an affront  to God.
 
Cathol ics  stand in  sol idar ity  with our  Jewish brothers  and s isters .  We must 
unequivocal ly  denounce ant isemit ism and work to rebui ld  trust ,  safety  and 
mutual  respect  in  our  communit ies .  Indeed,  both tolerance and respect  for 
people  of  a l l  re l ig ions,  cultures  and ethnic it ies  are  the essent ia l  foundat ions 
for  such a  rebui ld ing.
 
How are we to l ive  the Gospel  in  these t imes?
 
F i rst ,  by  remaining c lose to Chr ist  in  prayer  and the sacraments,  a l lowing the 
Lord to convert  our  hearts  before we seek to change the world.
 
Second,  by  pract is ing a  “culture of  encounter”:  l i stening before react ing, 
seeking to understand the fears  and hopes of  others  and choosing re lat ionship 
over  car icature.
 
Third,  by  exerc is ing restra int  in  what  we say -  especia l ly  onl ine –  re ject ing 
goss ip,  s lander,  dehumanis ing labels  and the shar ing of  unver i f ied c la ims. 
Chr ist ians  must  be known as  people  who speak truthful ly ,  argue respectful ly 
and never  del ight  in  humi l iat ion.
 
Fourth,  by  concrete acts  of  compassion and just ice:  standing with those 
targeted because of  their  fa ith  or  background,  support ing fami l ies  under 
economic pressure,  welcoming migrants  and refugees and working for  the 
common good through par ish,  school  and community  in it iat ives.
 
In  these pract ica l  ways we become “salt”  and “ l ight” (Matthew 5:13–16). 
This  statement inv ites  us  to  see our  current  socia l  c l imate as  an opportunity  to 
witness  to the Gospel .
 
We offer  Jesus and the hope born of  h is  death and resurrect ion. 
When we choose forgiveness  over  enmity,  hospita l i ty  over  isolat ion and 
sol idar ity  over  v i l i f icat ion,  we help to create the condit ions in  which a  more 
peaceful  society  can prosper.
 
I  encourage par ishes,  fami l ies ,  schools  and agencies  to  use this  statement as  a 
resource for  prayer,  formation and act ion.
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“Let  us  remember that  love l ives 
through sacr i f ice  and is  nourished by 
giv ing . . .  without  sacr i f ice  there  is  no 
love.”

These words were spoken by Saint 
Maximi l ian Kolbe,  a  Cathol ic  pr iest 
imprisoned and executed in  Auschwitz 
dur ing the Second World War,  who 
stepped forward to take the place 
of  another  pr isoner,  Franciszek 
Gajowniczek,  a  husband and father 
who had been condemned to d ie.  In 
that  dark  place and in  that  moment, 
St  Maximi l ian d idn’t  respond out  of 
fear  or  self -preservat ion.   In  offer ing 
his  own l i fe  so that  another  man might 
l ive,  Kolbe demonstrated the power 
of  a  radical  Chr ist - l ike,  sacr i f ic ia l 
love.  His  example reminds us  that 
the deepest  foundat ion of  a  healthy 
and humane society  is  found in  the 
way that  we treat  one another;  not 
as  threats  or  competitors  or  burdens, 
but  as  neighbours  who possess 
an inherent  God given dignity  and 
goodness.

In  recent  t imes,  the sense that  we 
can l ive  together  in  Austra l ia  in  peace 
and harmony –  what  is  sometimes 
cal led ‘socia l  cohesion’  –  has  been 
threatened by a  growing polar isat ion 
of  v iews about  important  issues in 
pol i t ics  and in  the community.  Whi le 
there is  nothing wrong with people 
holding opposing v iews and seeing 
things d ifferent ly ,  regrettably ,  th is 

polar isat ion has  been accompanied by 
harsh words,  d iscr iminat ion against 
people  of  certa in  fa iths  and races  and 
even horr i fy ing v iolence.  Our  society 
has  for  some t ime now witnessed 
an a larming r ise  in  ant isemit ism, 
Is lamophobia,  and other  forms of 
rac ism.  The tragic  massacre of  15 
Jews in  Sydney in  December 2025 
marks  a  grave escalat ion in  v io lent 
hatred and s ignals  a  troubl ing decl ine 
in  community  safety  and socia l 
cohesion. 1 

We wish to consider  how the Church 
can respond to these chal lenges.  In 
part icular ,  we want  to ref lect  on how 
the “sacr i f ic ia l  love” witnessed by the 
l i fe  of  St  Maximi l ian has  the power to 
address  the current  socia l  d iv is ions 
which threaten the sense of  belonging 
and safety  which a l l  Austra l ians  want 
and deserve.

St  Maximi l ian’s  l i fe  and act ions were 
shaped by the radical  teaching of 
Chr ist ,  a  teaching that  ca l ls  us  to 
love our  enemies,  forgive without 
l imits ,  and recognise each person we 
encounter  as  “my neighbour”.

The love of  Chr ist  and the witness  of 
His  l i fe  offer  a  powerful  answer to a 
fractured and polar ised world,  with a 
v is ion of  community  and f lour ishing 
that  goes beyond mere ‘ tolerance’  or 
‘coexistence’ .  Jesus  cal ls  His  fol lowers 
to a  radical ly  d i fferent  way of  l iv ing, 

Living the Gospel 
in Times of Social 
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marked by mercy,  forgiveness  and a 
genuine commitment to the good of 
others.

This  transformation begins  in  the 
convers ion of  the human heart ;  socia l 
cohesion grows when indiv iduals 
a l low their  att i tudes and act ions 
to be shaped by love and humi l i ty . 
In  the Sermon on the Mount,  Jesus 
chal lenges the inst inct  for  retal iat ion 
and div is ion by teaching His  d isc ip les 
to  love their  enemies  and “pray for 
those who persecute you” (Matthew 
5:44).  The Golden Rule  to “do unto 
others  as  you would have them 
do to you” cal ls  us  to  recognise 
every  person as  a  neighbour.  Jesus 
i l lustrates  th is  powerful ly  in  the 
Parable  of  the Good Samaritan,  in 
which the ‘good neighbour’  was the 
one who shows compassion and helps 
a  stranger  in  need (Luke 10:25-37) .

St  Maximi l ian’s  witness  shows that 
the self -sacr i f ic ia l  love of  Chr ist ,  l ived 
fa ithful ly  in  both the smal l  sacr i f ices 
of  dai ly  l i fe  and the great  sacr i f ices 
asked of  us  in  moments  of  tr ia l 
remains  one of  the most  powerful 
forces  for  heal ing d iv is ion and 
strengthening the bonds that  hold us 
together  as  a  society.

Encounter  is  the key

In  the midst  of  the socia l  tens ions 
which beset  our  country,  we are cal led 
to witness  to the “great  love”,  the 

inf in ite  love of  God which susta ins  us, 
in  both our  att i tudes and our  act ions.

Our shared identity  as  relat ional , 
as  Imago Dei

In  the current  context,  people  are 
increas ingly  encouraged to def ine 
themselves  and others  by pol i t ica l 
a l legiance,  cultural  ident ity  or 
ideological  a l ignment.  The Church 
proposes a  d i fferent  understanding of 
human ident ity .  I t  proposes that  we 
are not  def ined by our  aff i l iat ions or 
preferences,  but  rather  by our  shared 
or ig in  and dest iny  as  daughters  and 
sons of  God made in  the image of  the 
one God who is  tr in itar ian,  as  imago 
dei  ( ‘ image of  God’) .

Our  very  being and ident ity  is  to  be 
re lat ional ,  l ike  the Tr in ity ,  to  see 
ourselves  as  one with the other,  to 
not  dominate the other  but  respect 
their  part  in  the oneness  of  our 
common existence.  We are thus 
cal led as  indiv iduals  and communit ies 
to  recognise one another,  not  even 
s imply  as  neighbours  but  as  k in  cal led 
to care for  each other  just  as  much as 
we are cal led to care for  our  common 
home,  the earth. 

The cal l  to  “a culture of 
encounter” to overcome our 
div is ions

As we have pointed out,  to  be human 
is  to  know conf l ict  on occas ions,  and 
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to exper ience differences of  opinion, 
knowledge and understanding,  and 
even enmity  for  another,  exempl i f ied 
in  the story  of  Cain  and Abel . 2

To overcome these tendencies,  which 
can lead to communal  and societal 
d iv is ion,  Pope Francis  emphasised the 
bui ld ing of  “cultures  of  encounter”. 
He noted that  “ in  today’s  world,  the 
sense of  belonging to a  s ingle  human 
fami ly  is  fading,  and the dream of 
working together  for  just ice  and 
peace seems an outdated utopia.  What 
re igns instead is  a  cool ,  comfortable 
and global ised indifference,  born of 
deep dis i l lus ionment concealed behind 
a  decept ive i l lus ion:  th inking that 
we are a l l  powerful ,  whi le  fa i l ing to 
real ize  we are a l l  in  the same boat.” 3

To speak of  a  “culture of  encounter” 
means,  in  Pope Francis ’  words,  that 
“we as  a  people  should be pass ionate 
about  meet ing others,  seeking points 
of  contact ,  bui ld ing br idges,  p lanning 
a  project  that  inc ludes everyone”.  I t 
becomes “an aspirat ion and a  sty le  of 
l i fe” in  which the whole community 
takes responsibi l i ty  for  bui ld ing 
re lat ionships  across  d ifferences 
and recognis ing the dignity  of  every 
person.   Socia l  peace “demands hard 
work,  craftsmanship” and grows from 
the pat ient  work of  encounter.  “What 
is  important  is  to  create processes 
of  encounter,  processes  that  bui ld  a 
people  that  can accept  d ifferences.” 4

It  is  in  re-d iscover ing the r ichness 
and beauty of  the sense of  being 
part  of  the one fami ly  and working 
together  for  the common good that 
we can overcome our  d iv is ions.  In  the 
words of  Rabbi  Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
“Society  is  a  conversat ion scored 
for  many voices.  But  i t  i s  precisely  in 
and through that  conversat ion that 
we become conjoint  authors  of  our 
col lect ive future,  rather  than dust 

b lown by the wind of  economic forces. 
Conversat ion –  respectful ,  engaged, 
rec iprocal ,  ca l l ing forth some of  our 
greatest  powers  of  empathy and 
understanding –  is  the moral  form of 
a  world  governed by the dignity  of 
d i fference.” 5

Love draws us  out  of  ourselves  and 
into a  culture of  encounter  with 
others.  I t  entai ls  drawing c lose to 
others  who have very  d ifferent  l i fe 
exper iences from ours.  I t  means deep 
sol idar ity  with them, seeing their 
p l ight  with our  hearts  and not  just 
with our  eyes,  l i stening intent ly  and 
not  just  hear ing,  not  pass ing by,  but 
stopping to engage with them with 
great  compassion,  not  p ity .  I t  means 
committ ing to walk  with them on a 
journey of  heal ing and renewal .  No-
one is  worthless.  We learn from each 
other,  even though we may disagree 
on one matter  or  another. 6

Acting just ly

Crucia l  to  our  efforts  to  l ive  with 
d ifference and address  conf l ict 
in  society  is  a  commitment to 
understanding what  just ice  is . 
Just ice,  k indness  and humi l i ty  (Micah 
6:8)  must  shape our  approach to 
encounters  with others.  Those to 
whom we reach out  should not  be 
seen as  objects  of  our  p ity ,  char ity 
or  generosity .  Just ice  demands that 
we accept  them as  companions in 
a  mutual  pursuit  of  heal ing and the 
common good.  The process  of  these 
encounters  should be developed 
col laborat ively .  Each has  much to 
offer  and learn from the other. 
Respect  and k indness  enable  us  to 
navigate d ifferences and problems 
a long the way.

God is  c lose to those who are poor 
and on the margins  of  society.  In  the 
psalms we read that  the “poor  soul 
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cr ied and was heard by the Lord:  and 
was saved from every  trouble” (Psalm 
34:6)  The e ighth century  prophet 
Amos warns those who “trample 
on the needy and br ing to ru in  the 
poor  of  the land” (Amos 8:4) .  They 
wi l l  br ing about  socia l  f racture and 
def in it ively  break their  re lat ionship 
with God,  which wi l l  have last ing 
spir i tual  consequences.  Embracing our 
cal l  to  witness  to God’s  abundant  love 
requires  that  we let  go of  our  fears 
and self - interest .  Encounters  with 
those on the per ipher ies  of  society 
are  an essent ia l  part  of  our  efforts  to 
break down div is ions in  society  and to 
nurture socia l  cohesion.  Reaching out 
to the poor  with love,  accompanying 
them in  their  struggles  for  just ice 
and dignity ,  learning from their  l i fe 
exper iences and spir i tual i ty ,  and 
col laborat ing with them to f ind just ice 
helps  us  to  draw c loser  to  God and 
to foster  the peace and harmony in 
society  which God desires.

The just ice  which God wants  must 
a lways be complemented by a  spir i t  of 
forgiveness  and mercy.  As  St  John Paul 
I I  declared:  “No peace without  just ice. 
No just ice  without  forgiveness.”  7

Threats  to social  cohesion

Across  the community,  people  from 
different  backgrounds and bel iefs 
are  exper iencing r is ing host i l i ty . 
Words and act ions that  demean, 
threaten or  target  others  have 

become more common,  and abuse 
and v iolence directed at  indiv iduals 
and communit ies  have become more 
prevalent. 8 Attacks  on property  are 
a lso r is ing. 9 The consequence of  a l l 
these inc idents  and the intolerance, 
d iscr iminat ion and prejudice which 
under l ie  them is  that  many Austra l ians 
l ive  in  great  fear .  We have long 
bel ieved that  Austra l ians,  for  the 
most  part ,  l ive  in  harmony and peace. 
Recent  events  chal lenge that  bel ief .

Underpinning some of  the growing 
attacks  on some groups,  especia l ly 
migrants,  are  the economic pressures 
faced by many.  The ongoing cost -of -
l iv ing cr is is  is  affect ing many people 
s ignif icant ly .  Lack of  housing secur ity 
is  of  part icular  concern to many, 
especia l ly  younger  people. 

Migrat ion rates  are  being blamed by 
some for  housing cost  pressures  and, 
unfortunately ,  migrants  are  being 
attacked and abused publ ic ly  by 
some. 10

The role  of  social  media

Socia l  media,  by  i ts  nature,  tends to 
contr ibute to the ampl i f icat ion of 
exist ing div is ions in  society.

Algor ithms shape each person’s 
onl ine exper ience according to their 
exist ing interests  and concerns, 
creat ing personal ised information 
environments  that  re inforce exist ing 
v iews and anxiet ies .  Art i f ic ia l 
Intel l igence increas ingly  del ivers 
indiv idual ly  ta i lored content  des igned 
to capture attent ion and prolonged 
engagement often by provoking 
indignat ion,  fear  or  outrage.  As  a 
result ,  two people  s i tt ing s ide by s ide 
may be consuming ent ire ly  d i fferent 
vers ions of  real i ty ,  each shaped by 
unseen dig ita l  forces.
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Digita l  p latforms might  be worsening 
div is ion and polar isat ion in  a  less 
obvious way:  t ime spent  on devices 
is  t ime not  spent  in  community  with 
other  people.  Research cont inues 
to show alarming increases  in  socia l 
i solat ion as  community  groups,  church 
congregat ions,  unions and sport ing 
c lubs struggle  to br ing people 
physical ly  together. 

Pope Leo spoke to this  last  year , 
ca l l ing young people  not  to l ive  their 
fa ith  in  isolat ion:

“You know that  in  recent  years  many 
young people  have approached 
the fa ith  through socia l  media, 
successful  programs and popular 
onl ine Chr ist ian witnesses.  The danger 
is  that  a  fa ith  d iscovered onl ine is 
l imited to indiv idual  exper iences, 
which may be intel lectual ly  and 
emotional ly  reassur ing,  but  are  never 
‘embodied’ .  Such exper iences remain 
‘d isembodied’ ,  detached from the 
‘eccles ia l  body’ .  Nor  are  they l ived 
a longside others  in  real - l i fe  s i tuat ions, 
re lat ionships  or  shar ing.” 11

Unfortunately ,  the d isembodied real i ty 
Pope Leo speaks of  can,  sometimes, 
spi l l  out  into the real  world  with 
devastat ing consequences!
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TAKING ACTION

The a im of  our  d ia logue with others  is  not  so much to change their  bel iefs  but 
to  understand their  bel iefs  and motivat ions as  part  of  a  process  of  f inding 
ways to col laborate on work to lower socia l  tens ions and promote the common 
good.

In  h is  f i rst  magister ia l  document,  Di lexi  te,  Pope Leo writes  about  the need for 
us  to  reach out  in  love to others  in  society: 

“[The Church]  knows that  her  proclamation of  the Gospel  is  credible  only  when 
i t  i s  translated into gestures  of  c loseness  and welcome.” 12 
We can a l l  act  in  our  d ioceses,  par ishes,  schools  and agencies,  engaging in 
these gestures  of  welcome and c loseness,  to  address  the factors  causing 
increased socia l  tens ion and to foster  stronger,  more res i l ient  and cohesive 
communit ies .

Pract i s ing  a  cul ture  of  encounter

We have a lready expla ined the great  value of  a  commitment to a  culture of 
encounter.  We encourage efforts  at  a l l  levels  of  the Church to reach out  to 
those in  the community  who are marginal ised so that  last ing re lat ionships  can 
develop for  the sake of  greater  community  harmony.

Exerc is ing  res t ra int  in  what  we say

In  h is  Lenten message for  th is  year ,  Pope Leo recommended that  we refra in 
from words that  offend and hurt  others.  He urged us  to be measured in  what 
we say and to pract ise  k indness  to others.  This  s imple pract ice  enables  us  to 
develop re lat ionships  of  respect  and trust  with those we encounter . 13

Welcoming migrants  and refugees

Over many decades,  the Church in  Austra l ia  has  welcomed migrants  from many 
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countr ies.  We have become a  Church of  many cultures  and languages.  We are 
a l l  the r icher  for  th is .  I t  i s  something worth celebrat ing.  Many par ishes,  schools 
and dioceses celebrate our  cultural  and l inguist ic  d ivers ity  with mult icultural 
Masses  and other  events.  We encourage this  to  cont inue and grow,  especia l ly 
on Migrant  and Refugee Sunday,  and at  other  t imes of  the year .

There are  many Church and community  groups across  Austra l ia  offer ing 
pract ica l  support  and help with advocacy for  migrants  and refugees.  We 
encourage greater  part ic ipat ion in  the work of  these groups and organisat ions.
 
A commitment  to  reconci l ia t ion

The history,  culture and contr ibut ion of  Abor ig inal  and Torres  Stra it  Is lander 
Peoples  is  of  great  s ignif icance for  the nat ion and the Church.  Without 
acknowledging this  in  word and pract ice,  we cannot  truly  be a  just  and 
inc lus ive society.  We must  cont inue to celebrate this  and commit  ourselves 
to the ongoing process  of  reconci l iat ion in  Nat ional  Reconci l iat ion Week,  on 
Abor ig inal  and Torres  Stra it  Is lander  Sunday and dur ing NAID O C Week as  wel l 
as  at  other  t imes of  the year .  Some dioceses,  par ishes and schools  have made 
a  commitment through the development and implementat ion of  Reconci l iat ion 
Act ion Plans.  We support  and encourage this  commitment to cont inue and 
grow.

Overcoming Racism

Racism,  in  a l l  i ts  forms is  incompatible  with the dignity  of  the human person 
and must  be f i rmly  chal lenged and el iminated from our  society.  We encourage 
work at  a l l  levels  of  the Church to understand the nature and impact  of  rac ism 
and to work towards i ts  e l iminat ion.

Returning to Pope Francis ’  inv itat ion to bui ld  “cultures  of  encounter”,  we 
are reminded that  overcoming div is ion requires  the pat ient  work of  bui ld ing 
re lat ionships,  foster ing dia logue and recognis ing and upholding the inherent 
d ignity  and worth of  every  person we meet.  These are d isposit ions of  the heart 
and pract ica l  act ions that  each person can cult ivate in  their  own l ives  and 
communit ies .

Conversa t ions  in  the Spir i t

Learning to l isten attent ively  to  others  who,  often,  have different  exper iences 
and v iews from us is  a  miss ionary  sk i l l  we have been pract is ing within  the 
Church for  many years.  At  the heart  of  that  l i stening are what  are  cal led 
conversat ions in  the Spir i t .  Many of  us  who part ic ipated in  the consultat ions 
leading up to the F i fth  Plenary  Counci l  of  the Austra l ian Church a  couple 
of  years  ago would have exper ienced this  method of  l i stening.  These 
conversat ions were a lso at  the heart  of  the process  used at  the Synod on 
Synodal i ty  in  Rome.  We encourage a l l  in  the Church to learn how to use this 
process  of  l i stening and to adopt  i t  to  conduct  conversat ions about  important 
issues.  I f  used wel l ,  i t  can be a  good way to ensure that  people  of  a l l  ages, 
cultures  and backgrounds are inc luded.
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on Migrant  and Refugee Sunday,  and at  other  t imes of  the year .

There are  many Church and community  groups across  Austra l ia  offer ing 
pract ica l  support  and help with advocacy for  migrants  and refugees.  We 
encourage greater  part ic ipat ion in  the work of  these groups and organisat ions.
 
A commitment  to  reconci l ia t ion

The history,  culture and contr ibut ion of  Abor ig inal  and Torres  Stra it  Is lander 
Peoples  is  of  great  s ignif icance for  the nat ion and the Church.  Without 
acknowledging this  in  word and pract ice,  we cannot  truly  be a  just  and 
inc lus ive society.  We must  cont inue to celebrate this  and commit  ourselves 
to the ongoing process  of  reconci l iat ion in  Nat ional  Reconci l iat ion Week,  on 
Abor ig inal  and Torres  Stra it  Is lander  Sunday and dur ing NAID O C Week as  wel l 
as  at  other  t imes of  the year .  Some dioceses,  par ishes and schools  have made 
a  commitment through the development and implementat ion of  Reconci l iat ion 
Act ion Plans.  We support  and encourage this  commitment to cont inue and 
grow.

Overcoming Racism

Racism,  in  a l l  i ts  forms is  incompatible  with the dignity  of  the human person 
and must  be f i rmly  chal lenged and el iminated from our  society.  We encourage 
work at  a l l  levels  of  the Church to understand the nature and impact  of  rac ism 
and to work towards i ts  e l iminat ion.

Returning to Pope Francis ’  inv itat ion to bui ld  “cultures  of  encounter”,  we 
are reminded that  overcoming div is ion requires  the pat ient  work of  bui ld ing 
re lat ionships,  foster ing dia logue and recognis ing and upholding the inherent 
d ignity  and worth of  every  person we meet.  These are d isposit ions of  the heart 
and pract ica l  act ions that  each person can cult ivate in  their  own l ives  and 
communit ies .

Conversa t ions  in  the Spir i t

Learning to l isten attent ively  to  others  who,  often,  have different  exper iences 
and v iews from us is  a  miss ionary  sk i l l  we have been pract is ing within  the 
Church for  many years.  At  the heart  of  that  l i stening are what  are  cal led 
conversat ions in  the Spir i t .  Many of  us  who part ic ipated in  the consultat ions 
leading up to the F i fth  Plenary  Counci l  of  the Austra l ian Church a  couple 
of  years  ago would have exper ienced this  method of  l i stening.  These 
conversat ions were a lso at  the heart  of  the process  used at  the Synod on 
Synodal i ty  in  Rome.  We encourage a l l  in  the Church to learn how to use this 
process  of  l i stening and to adopt  i t  to  conduct  conversat ions about  important 
issues.  I f  used wel l ,  i t  can be a  good way to ensure that  people  of  a l l  ages, 
cultures  and backgrounds are inc luded.
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Community  organis ing

The Church has  long defended the importance of  c iv i l  soc iety:  spaces that 
are  not  the government,  and not  the market.  In  the twentieth century,  c iv i l 
soc iety  came under  attack from ideologies  that  d irected everything to come 
under  a  central ised state.  In  our  context,  i t  i s  under  pressure from the market. 
Commercia l ly  mediated re lat ionships,  especia l ly  in  the d ig ita l  realm,  are 
crowding out  the space for  community,  where we learn to ‘ l ive  together  wel l ’ .

We can and should br ing a  culture of  l i stening and inc lus ion to the wider 
community.  In  some parts  of  the country,  people  from churches and fa ith 
communit ies  jo in  with representat ives  from many different  community 
organisat ions to work on f inding solut ions to problems faced by the 
community.  This  community  organis ing model  encourages part ic ipants  to  l isten 
to the dai ly  exper iences of  others,  to  d iscern what  problems are a  pr ior i ty 
for  act ion,  and to undertake act ion to br ing about  change for  the better .  We 
encourage part ic ipat ion in  such a l l iances i f  they exist  in  your  local i ty .  I f  they do 
not,  consider  approaching other  churches,  fa ith  communit ies  and community 
organisat ions to come together  to address  a  s ignif icant  issue for  the local 
community.  14

Promot ing onl ine safe ty

Becoming informed about  the ways in  which socia l  media  can be misused and 
abused is  important  for  a l l  of  us.  Pope Francis  has  warned that  “sometimes 
and in  some places,  media  s i tes  have become places  of  toxic ity ,  hate speech 
and fake news” and that  as  such,  “the use of  d ig ita l  media,  especia l ly  socia l 
media  . . .  [ ra ises]  a  number of  ser ious issues that  ca l l  for  wise and discerning 
judgment”.

We are cal led to use these dig ita l  and socia l  media  tools  in  ways that  promote 
truth and human dignity .  Pope Francis  encourages efforts  to  help people, 
especia l ly  the young,  “develop a  sound cr i t ica l  sense,  learning to d ist inguish 
truth from fa lsehood,  r ight  from wrong,  good from evi l” .

In  pract ice,  th is  ca l ls  for  us  to  approach socia l  media  with wisdom and 
char ity :  engaging with others  respectful ly ,  even when we disagree,  pausing 
to l isten rather  than react ,  and us ing dig ita l  p latforms to encourage dia logue, 
understanding and a  genuine concern for  the common good. 15

Sal t  and l ight

Pol i t ics  is  a  part  of  l i fe .  So,  too,  are  people  express ing f i rmly  held v iews 
informed by very  d ifferent  exper iences and ideologies.  Many wi l l  express  these 
v iews in  the media,  on the internet  and on the streets.  I t  i s  inevitable  that 
tensions wi l l  emerge when people’s  v iews c lash.  However,  these differences 
cannot  excuse hatred,  abuse and v iolence.

In  the midst  of  socia l  d iv is ion,  we Chr ist ians  are  cal led to be “salt  of  the earth” 
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and “l ight  for  the world” (Matt  5 :13–16).

Inspired and susta ined by the great  sacr i f ic ia l  love of  which St  Maximi l ian so 
powerful ly  embodied in  h is  l i fe ,  we can br ing new hope to communit ies  weary 
of  d iv is ion and v iolence and longing for  peace.

Paul  te l ls  us :  “…you are a l l  chi ldren of  l ight  and chi ldren of  the day;  we are not 
of  the n ight  or  of  darkness  (1  Thess  5 :5)”.

Committed to a  culture of  encounter,  we can be a  l ight  which dispels  the 
darkness  of  the endless  pol i t ica l  point -scor ing and ideological  warfare that  can 
beset  our  country.

Faithful  to  the spir i t  of  the Gospel ,  we can help to bui ld  br idges within  the 
community  to  chal lenge fear  and distrust  and bui ld  a  renewed sense of  mutual 
respect  and belonging.

Dedicated to the dignity  of  every  person,  no matter  what  their  fa ith, 
ethnic ity  or  pol i t ica l  opinions are,  we can work with others  to  chal lenge the 
discr iminat ion and exclus ion which threaten our  socia l  cohesion.

We are the body of  Chr ist  entrusted with a  miss ion to act  just ly  and work for 
just ice  in  society,  knowing that  there can be no peace in  our  land without 
just ice,  especia l ly  for  the most  marginal ised and vulnerable  in  our  community.
With each encounter,  with every  conversat ion and with every  community 
act ion we plan with others,  we strengthen the t ies  which bind our  community 
together.

Hopeful  and trust ing in  the God who is  love,  we conf ident ly  echo the words of 
Zechar iah:

“The dawn from on high wi l l  break upon us  to g ive l ight  to  those who s it  in 
darkness  and in  the shadow of  death,  to  guide our  feet  into the way of  peace.” 
(Luke 1 :78–79)[
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You created every  person in  your  image and cal l  us  to  l ive  as  one 
human fami ly . 

In  a  world  marked by d iv is ion,  fear  and misunderstanding,  f i l l 
our  hearts  with the self -g iv ing love of  Chr ist .  Teach us  to see one 
another  not  as  strangers  or  opponents,  but  as  s isters  and brothers, 
worthy of  d ignity ,  respect  and compassion. 

Give us  the courage to bui ld  br idges where there is  d istrust ,  to 
seek encounter  where there is  separat ion,  and to work for  just ice 
with humi l i ty  and mercy.  Help us  to l isten with open hearts ,  speak 
with k indness,  and walk  together  in  the way of  peace. 

May your  Holy  Spir i t  guide us  to welcome the stranger,  stand 
beside those on the margins,  re ject  a l l  forms of  hatred and rac ism, 
and become instruments  of  reconci l iat ion in  our  communit ies . 

Through the example of  Saint  Maximi l ian Kolbe and a l l  the sa ints , 
strengthen us  to l ive  the Gospel  through sacr i f ice,  generosity  and 
love,  so that  your  l ight  may shine through us  and br ing hope to our 
nat ion. 

We ask th is  through Chr ist  our  Lord.

Socia l  Jus t ice 
Sta tement  Prayer
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